
An interim report on Ingleborough Archaeology Group excavations 2013 

 

In April 2013 the Group carried out a two-week excavation of two sites on the southern 

flanks of Ingleborough. Each site consists of rectangular structures that were clearly visible 

on the ground as earthwork footings. Each is thought to have been a farmstead. One 

consists of three buildings, the other four, and both have associated enclosure banks.  

 Aims 

Four trenches were opened up, across three structures, aimed at investigating the following: 

1. The structures’ ground plans and detailed internal form, including walls, with the aim of 

determining constructional methods and materials. For example, were the internal floors 

paved or set on bedrock; were the walls built in one constructional phase; were the surviving 

walls the base for supporting a timber or a turf superstructure; would any central roofing 

postholes be recognised?  

2. The original function of the two complexes. Were they permanently occupied farmsteads 

or summer shielings with stock shelters/sheep cotes? 

3. The relationship between the various structures and the field banks/wall lines. Is it 

possible to identify if these features were broadly contemporary with the main complexes, 

forming two coeval integrated farm units. 

4. Dating evidence. Assuming that the two complexes were farmsteads, do they have 

surviving hearths with charcoal deposits suitable for radiocarbon dating (or any other 

suitable method of dating) thereby enabling the sites to be fitted into the assumed 

chronology of settlement in the western Dales based on other investigated sites? 

Preliminary findings 

It is clear that all three structures had been buildings. All had the remains of low dry stone 

walls, though details of construction varied across the sites. One had a clear doorway in a 

gable wall, one had a probable doorway in a side wall but, in the third building, no sign of a 

doorway was seen. One building – the smallest of the three – had been divided into two 

rooms, with a dividing stone wall containing a doorway through it. This building seems to 

have had a floor composed of compacted earth, while the other two had a floor made of 

slabs of limestone laid flat forming a paved surface. 

A wide range of finds were logged during the excavation. Some were iron objects probably 

associated with smithing as well as an iron bell and knives. Three whetstones and a possible 

polishing stone were found, along with a small fragment of green glass, several pieces of 

bone and teeth from sheep or goats and cattle or red deer, and samples of charcoal.  

All items are now being examined and conserved, as necessary, in specialist laboratories 

and it is hoped that it will be possible not only to identify exactly what each iron item was but 

also to date the two sites. 

The Group will be returning to the area later this summer to open up a further trench which 

should add to the full understanding of the two farmsteads. A full report will be published in 

due course.  
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