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Wrapping things up 
We are now coming towards the end of the project, and what an experience it has been for all 

involved. Around 350 people have taken part in the project in some form, nine places or venues 

have been visited, and many different organisations have made a contribution. We have learnt a lot 

more about the physical legacy of the First World War in the Settle region of the Yorkshire Dales 

National Park, and taken on a new appreciation of the contribution that archaeological research 

can make to our understanding of the First World War on the Home Front. Most importantly 

however, we have facilitated the involvement of many people in actively discovering their local 

heritage and learning new skills. The National Park Authority would like to thank everyone who has 

contributed to the project, with special thanks extended to the Ingleborough Archaeology Group, 

Giggleswick School, and the Heritage Lottery Fund.  

 

A larger collection of photos from the project can be found at the YORKSHIRE DALES 

ARCAHEOLOGY FACEBOOK PAGE www.facebook.com/dalesarch 

 

http://www.facebook.com/dalesarch
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Talks 
In July two talks were given to members of the public that presented the initial results of the 

project, including the documentary research, the surveys, and the excavation. In addition, the 

presentations also included an overview of the community impact of the project so far, and why this 

has been deemed so import to the overall project success.  

 

On Tuesday 22nd Project Manager James Spry spoke to members of the public at the Craven 

Museum & Gallery in Skipton (Fig. 1). The talk went very well, with 20 people attending. 

Particularly heart warming was the attendance of one local ex-serviceman (with medals and all) 

who’s own father had been part of Tunstill’s Craven Legion – 100 men recruited from Settle during 

September 1914. They eventually became ‘A’ Company of the 10th Battalion of the Duke of 

Wellingtons (West Riding) Regiment; travelling to France in August 1915, serving in France and 

Italy. As is already clear, the most important factor in the projects success has been the input of 

local volunteers and organisations. It was therefore fantastic to see this continue at the talk with 

one of the attendee’s providing a valuable insight into the possible purpose of the practice 

trenches. Apparently, the design and construction of the trenches – as revealed by our survey and 

excavation – is comparable to what is known as a ‘sap trench’. Named after the ‘Sappers’ or Royal 

Engineer Privates who would have dug them, sap trenches were temporary, unmanned, often 

dead-end utility trenches dug out into no-man's land. They had a variety of purposes, including 

connecting a front trench to a listening post close to the enemy wire or as a means of advancing 

the front line forward and providing an advance ‘jumping-off’ line for a surprise attack. ‘Sapping’ is 

a very old method of trench warfare, where from at least the 16th century it has been used to 

advance a besieging army's position towards a particular target, e.g. castle, whilst under artillery 

fire. Information like this is invaluable to our research and further understanding of the trenches, 

and therefore we would like to say a massive thank you to Mr Earnest Ramsbottom for his 

contribution to the project!  

 

 
Figure 1. Talking at the Craven Museum & Gallery on July 24

th
.  
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On Monday 28th July the same talk was given at the Museum of North Craven Life in Settle. This 

time however Training and Trenches Research Assistant Michael was also on hand to contribute to 

the talk. Michael spoke about how he became involved through the National Parks Mosaic project, 

and went through the results of the documentary research. Again the talk was well received, with 

24 people attending. Further discussions with attendee’s followed the talk, and this time we are 

possibly going to end up talking to a local gentleman who can provide us with some information 

about the range when he was there some 70 years ago!  

 

The Folly was a great venue to hold the talk, especially as the museum currently has a ‘War 

Beckons’ exhibition which is dedicated to the First World War story in Settle and North Craven. The 

museum has already uncovered some fascinating stories; however they are on the look out for 

more. So please contact the museum if you feel you have a story to tell about North Craven and 

the Great War, or can contribute to the ‘Are you related to any of these men?’ section.  

 

 
Figure 2. Michael talking at the Museum of North Craven Life. 

 

 

Report 
Now that the project activities are over report writing has begun. The aim of the report is to produce 

an easy to interpret document that outlines how and why we undertook the project, the results of 

the different lines of investigation, and how they can be interpreted within the local context of the 

First World War. In addition, the report will cover the outreach element of the project, assessing 

how successful this has been, telling the stories of various people and organisations involved.  

 
The document will include more technical reports on the archaeological surveys and excavation; 

however we will make sure that the interpretation of these results is easy to read for a non-expert 

audience. The results of the documentary research will also be presented in their raw form, as well 

interpreting them alongside the three sites. And of course the report will include lots of interesting 
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and entertaining project photographs! Every effort will be made to ensure that the report is as fully 

accessible to the public as possible; a digital copy will be downloadable at our Out of Oblivion 

website (Fig. 3).  

 

 

Legacy  

In addition to people having enjoyed taking part in the project, and reading the report, we hope that 

it can have some form of lasting legacy and impact on the local community. In comparison to the 

social history, the physical legacy of the First World War on the Home Front is as yet poorly 

documented and understood. In particular very little has been done to make the general public 

aware of the archaeological and architectural impact of the war in Britain. Therefore it is crucial that 

as many people as possible read the report and understand not only its local, but also its national 

significance.  

 

As demonstrated by our rifle range survey at Attermire Scar, and the talk at the Craven Museum & 

Gallery, the expert advice provided by members of the public has been crucial to the success of 

the project. These examples demonstrate that whereas the general public’s knowledge and 

understanding of such sites may be limited, there are people within local communities to whom this 

does certainly not apply. Therefore, their potential to contribute to this and other First World War 

projects must be recognised. They can play a crucial role in ensuring that future generations are 

aware of the physical impact the Great War had on home soil. In recognition of this we are 

currently considering ways making this happen. As yet no arrangements have been made, 

however following the launch of the ‘Craven and the First World War’ project, both the Museum of 

North Craven Life and the Craven Museum & Gallery will no doubt be interested in hearing from 

anyone with relevant knowledge.  

 
Figure 3. The project report will be downloadable at our Out of Oblivion website alongside other current 

historic environment reports.   


