
 

 
 
Until recently the presence of the early farming communities of the Neolithic period in the Yorkshire Dales 
was known through limited archaeological evidence. Of the period’s trademark long mounds there appeared 
to be no trace, apart from a unique site at Low Bradley in Airedale. The discovery of an unrecognised long 
cairn between Clapdale and Crummackdale on the Ingleborough Massif by the author in 2008 has triggered 
new research and fieldwork and has led to the identification of a growing number of these monuments, both 
barrows and cairns, all over the Dales. Some had been recognised as archaeology, but shoe-horned into 
other types of sites, as the mental breakthrough realisation that they did exist in the Dales had not yet been 
made; most had not been noticed at all. 
 
Potential long mound structures have now been identified in practically every dale – Swaledale, 
Wensleydale, Wharfedale, Littondale and all around the Ingleborough Massif. This report sets out the 
problems which beset the positive identification of these monuments and establishes a methodology to help 
clarify whether or not mounds may actually be of Neolithic origin. This is followed by a gazetteer of sites with 
photographs and detailed descriptions, and an assessment of their archaeological potential. Links with 
known prehistoric sites such as Maiden Castle in Swaledale and the summit of Ingleborough have also been 
established. Although the research is still at an exploratory stage interesting variations and patterns are 
emerging and these are also described and explored. The early indications are that the Yorkshire Dales host 
two principal types of Neolithic long mounds, long cairns in the west and long barrows in the east – and 
suggests that we are witnessing in the Pennines the meeting of two distinct Neolithic cultures.   
 

Cost £10.00 plus £1.50 postage. 
Please make cheques available to ‘Yvonne Luke’, and send to the address below: 
 
Yvonne Luke 
15, Westville Avenue 
Ilkley 
West Yorkshire 
LS29 9AH 
 
01943 602422  
Any feedback to the author is most welcome, indeed is actively sought! 
………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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